ARTICLE I: ORGANIZATION NAME & PURPOSE

Section A: Name – The name of this organization shall be Physics and Astronomy Graduate Students (PandA GradS).

Section B: Purpose – The purpose of this club shall be:
1. To foster camaraderie and support among all OU Physics & Astronomy graduate students. 
2.  To provide an inclusive, welcoming environment for all new graduate students in the Department of Physics & Astronomy at OU to help them adjust to graduate life.
3. To keep all OU Physics & Astronomy graduate students informed of any important opportunities, duties, and events pertaining to their academic progress.
4. To serve as a liaison between the OU Physics & Astronomy faculty and the graduate student body.
ARTICLE II:  MEMBERSHIP & DUES
Section A: Membership

1. Membership in this organization shall be open to all graduate students in good standing currently enrolled in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Ohio University, regardless of race, creed, color, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, or physical disability.*
2. The student organization membership must be at minimum fifty-one percent currently enrolled graduate students in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Ohio University.*
Section B: Dues – Dues shall be $___0.00___ per year. 
ARTICLE III:  OFFICERS

Section A: Officers – The available officer positions shall be a President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Communications Officer. These four officers will make up the Executive Committee. The current Graduate Student Senate Representative will serve as a fifth officer and will provide counsel for the other four officers. They will also be the designated liaison between PandA GradS and the GSS.
Section B: Eligibility – Officers must be full-time graduate students in the Department of Physics and Astronomy at Ohio University. President and Vice-President roles may not be filled by a first-year graduate student. 
Section C: Election – The officers shall be elected by ballot no later than October 31st by a majority of the vote cast for that office. The exact date will be determined by the current executive committee. Nominations will occur during the two-week period before the election. If any nominee wishes to decline their nomination, this will be permitted. In the event of a tie, the faculty advisor is the deciding vote. 
Section D: Term – The officers shall serve for one year and their term of office shall begin at the commencement of the spring semester.

Section E: Vacancy – If a vacancy occurs in the office of President, the Vice-President shall assume the office for the remainder of the term and vacancies in any other office shall be filled by a special election.

ARTICLE IV:  DUTIES OF OFFICERS
Note on officer ranking: In PandA GradS, each officer will represent one-fourth of the power in the organization. The president and VP will not have more power than the Treasurer and Communications Officer; instead, everyone will share power equally. This will foster inclusion of the other committee members and make sure everyone’s voice is heard. 
Section A: President – it shall be the duty of the President to:

· Preside at meetings and give the introduction presentation at each meeting
· Represent the club 

· Serve as an ex-officio member of all committees except the nominating committee (if the latter is created)
· Issue notices of meetings and conduct the general correspondence of the organization

· Communicate directly with the faculty liaison of the organization to set up deposits, refunds, meeting rooms, etc.
· Perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to this office 
Section B: Vice-President – It shall be the duty of the Vice-President to:

· Preside in the absence of the President 
· Assist the President in any needful situation (organizing events, obtaining food/drinks, etc.)

· Help with communication with the faculty liaison if necessary 

· Perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to this office
Section C: Treasurer – It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to:

· Attend as many meetings as is possible
· Provide any insight or advice on committee topics, during meetings, etc. 
· Assist the President and VP whenever necessary/possible for events, planning, etc.
· Keep an itemized account of all receipts and expenditures and make reports as directed 
· Perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to this office
Section D: Communications Officer – It shall be the duty of the Communications Officer to:

· Attend as many meetings as is possible

· Provide any insight or advice on committee topics, during meetings, etc. 
· Assist the President and VP whenever necessary/possible for events, planning, etc.

· Update the organization’s website as necessary

· Record the minutes and take attendance of all meetings
· Perform such other duties as ordinarily pertain to this office
ARTICLE V:  MEETINGS
Section A: Meetings – Regular meetings shall be held semi-monthly during the regular school year.

Section B: Special Meeting – Special meetings may be called by the President with the approval of the Executive Committee.

Section C: Quorum – A quorum shall consist of five other, non-Executive Committee members of the organization. 

Section D: Parliamentary Authority – Robert’s Rules of Orders, shall govern this club in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws.

ARTICLE VI:  EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Section A: Responsibility – Management of this club shall be vested in an Executive Committee responsible to the entire membership to uphold these bylaws.

Section B: Membership – This committee shall consist of the officers as listed in Article III, the Graduate Student Senate Representative, and the faculty advisor.

Section C: Meetings – This committee shall meet once between regular meetings of the club to organize and plan future activities. The faculty advisor is welcome to attend but is not required to be present. 
ARTICLE VII:  ADVISOR
Section A: Selection – there shall be a faculty/staff advisor who shall be selected each year by the membership.

Section B: Duties – The responsibilities of the faculty advisor shall be to:

· Maintain an awareness of the activities and programs sponsored by the student club. 

· Meet on a regular basis with the President of the student club to discuss upcoming meetings, long range plans, goals, and problems of the club. 

· Attend executive board meetings as needed and is welcome to attend regular meetings upon request.

· Assist in the orientation of new officers if needed. 

· Explain and clarify campus policy and procedures that apply to the club. 

· Maintain contact with the Student Life Office. 

· Provide direction in the area of parliamentary procedure, meeting facilitation, group-building, goal setting, and program planning. 

· Assist the club President and Treasurer in monitoring expenditures and potential fundraising activities to maintain an accurate and up-to-date account ledger. 

· Inform club members of those factors that constitute unacceptable behavior on the part of the club members, and the possible consequence of said behaviors. 

 

ARTICLE VIII:  COMMITTEES

Section A: Program Committee – The Executive Committee will take the place of a Program Committee in this organization, and will plan events, with input from the rest of the membership at the general meetings every other week. 
Section B: Special Committees – The President shall have the authority to appoint any special committees, with the approval of the Executive Committee, from time to time as need demands.

 

ARTICLE IX:  AMENDMENTS

Section A: Selection – These bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) majority vote of the chapter membership.

Section B: Notice – All members shall receive advance notice of the proposed amendment at least five days before the meeting. 
